(XVIIa)
MAHWAH PUBLIC LIBRARY
WINTER ROOM USE POLICY

[. General Principles

The Board of Trustees believes that as a cultural, educational, and informational center, the
library assumes an obligation to make its meeting room available to all eligible non-commercial
community groups, organizations and tax-supported government bodies for public meetings on
an equal basis. provided that such use of the meeting room does not interfere with the effective
use of the library by the general public or the regular operation of the library.

Under New Jersey law (N.J.S.A. 40:54-17), the Library Board of Trustees manages the
library and is responsible for all policies and rules and regulations governing the use of
the library meeting room.

The Board of Trustees of the Mahwah Public Library reserves the right tc limit. control
and determine the conditions of any and all uses of the library meeting room by non-
library organizations. These regulations may be changed at any time. subject to legal
limitations.

II. Procedures and Regulations for use of the Winter Room

Meeting Room Defined: One meeting room (seating capacity approx. 140) is available. A small
kitchen for preparation of simple refreshments is available to those groups using the meeting
room.

Priorities: Library related programs, i.e. programs sponsored or hosted directly by the library
shall take precedence over all others. No use of the meeting room is permitted that will interfere
with effective use of the library by the general public or the regular operation of the library.

[II. Further Considerations

1. All meetings must be open to the general public including library staff and Library Board
members. although the public may be excluded from meetings or portions of the meetings under
relevant provisions of the N.J. Open Public Meetings Act (Sunshine Law).

2. Smoking, gambling, and the consumption of alcoholic beverages are prohibited in the meeting
room and all other areas of the library and premises.

3. All groups must be supervised by an adult. Children’s groups using the room will need one
(1) supervising adult for every ten children in attendance. At least 60% of the group’s
members must be Mahwah residents.

4. Reservations for use of the room are made in order of request, and applications must be made
in writing. No reservations will be scheduled until the Application Form and Liability Waiver
have been signed by a duly authorized officer or agent of the group. Applications are not
transferable to another group or individual. Priority for use of the room is in the following order:
1) Library business 2) Library related organizations 3) Mahwah non-proﬁt groups 4) Other
qualified groups.
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